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column, we publish the whole of the correspondence which speaks for
itself. The Acting Chief Secretary could not see why temporary permits
should be granted to British Indian players who, be it remembered,, are
all respectable men and living in European style, if that counts for any-
thing. Football is an essential[ly] English game, and we would have
thought that Mr. Robinson would not have referred to it sarcastically,
as he has done in the correspondence in question. Mr. C. Bird, Principal
Under-Secretary, to whom the Indian players ought to feel most deeply
grateful, sent a pressing wire to the Permit Secretary, which, too, met
with scant courtesy at the hands of the Transvaal authorities. Mr. Bird
was very emphatic. He said: "The Natal team are all respectable men,
chiefly employed as clerks, and I see no more danger in allowing them
to go to Johannesburg than anyone else". Nothing could have been
stronger, and coming as it did from responsible quarters, the recommend-
ation might have been listened to. But perhaps in the Transvaal people
are living in the Middle Ages.

Indian Opinion, 10-9-1904

208. THE INDIANS IN POTCHEFSTROOM
The people at Potchefstroom seem to be very much exercised over
the few Indian store-keepers who are earning their livelihood in the town.
In their eagerness to drive every Indian away from Potchefstroom, they
are resorting to intimidation.    Only the other day, a fire took place in
an Indian store which, it is believed, is the work of an incendiary.   The
papers say the Indians are alarmed, and that the  insurance companies
do not take Indian risks, and that even the white men living in the vicinity
of the Indian stores have become uneasy.   Happily,  the police seem to
be on the qui vive and there seems to be no ground for great anxiety on
that score.   We are grieved, however, to find that even the Potchefstroom
Town Council has allowed itself to be carried away, and has placed on
record a resolution unworthy of a representative body. The following is
the recommendation of the Health Committee of the Town Council:
That, in view of the fact that no movement is being made by the Govern-
ment to locate Asiatics in bazaars, this Council order all Asiatics in the town
to retire and reside at night in the Indian location.   That a month's notice be
given the said Asiatic traders by way of advertisement ha the local newspapers,
in which to conform to the Council's direction.   And further, should it prove
necessary, that fifty special white police be enrolled to assist in the carrying'
out of the Council's resolution, and that the Council urgently requests the Resi-
dent Magistrate to give all the assistance in his power to that end.
As we have already said in previous issues, there is no power given
in Law 3 of 1885, as amended in 1886, to compulsorily segregate British
Indians.    The action of the Council would, therefore, be utterly illegal
if an attempt were made to enforce the resolution above quoted.  How,
in the face of the dictum of the Chief Justice with reference to this clause